Dear Parents

Friday 4th September is Shades 4 AIDS Day. This is a new HIV awareness program for schools that focuses on HIV prevention for children, particularly in developing countries. Over 90% of HIV children contracted HIV from their mother.

On Shades 4 AIDS Day students wear sunglasses at school and participate in HIV education. Students bring a gold coin to donate to projects in Cambodia aimed at preventing HIV transmission mother to child. It costs about $250 to save a child from contracting HIV and thus a lifetime of AIDS. 

The school is asking parents to participate by helping your child get involved. 

The HIV awareness programs at school are for all ages as it does not touch on adult to adult transmission. Instead it is about how children contract HIV, which is totally preventable. It also covers the discrimination towards HIV children and some common misunderstandings about HIV transmission. At the end of the HIV awareness program your child will be able to answer questions, such as “Is it safe to share a toothbrush with a HIV child?”. 

To learn more about Shades 4 AIDS you can visit the www.shades4aids.org web site. On the website under Schools, you will find documents to download, including the facts about HIV and a quiz. 

The funds raised go to the Hope for Cambodian Children Foundation. The Foundation is a group of Australians that built an orphanage in Battambang, Cambodia because other agencies in the province would not accept HIV children. 95% of all monies raised goes to projects in Cambodia.

We encourage you to get behind the school and support this worthwhile cause.

